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In the spring of 1812, other families arrived, began 
clearing land and making homes in this area which was 
called "Beech Woods." These families were all Baptists 
and held services in their homes. In 1813, Alva Norton 
conducted the first Bible School in Wayne County. Sev- 
eral other families located to this area and began 
clearing land in order to build homes. Levi Norton 
had a saw mill on the land where Nellie Reese now 
lives. The Mt. Republic Post Office was opened in 
the home of Alva Norton, now owned by Neil Robinson. 

At that time, Rev. Elijah Peck was pastor of the 
Strict Baptist Church of Mt. Pleasant. He preached for 
them once a month for seven or eight years at homes in 
the neighborhood. The settlers gathered for miles 
around to hear the gospel. A number were baptized in- 
to the Mt. Pleasant Church. 

Rev. John Smitzer, pastor of Bethany, preached 
for these people in 1823-24. Rev. Horace Jones of 
Damascus served from 1827-28. Thomas Teasdale and Rev. 
Charles H. Hubbard preached once a month for three 
years. Alexander Smith preached in the winter of 1830- 
31 and was ordained in Rufus Grenell's barn in summer 
of 1831. 

On Oct. 23, 1831, the brethren and sisters, having 
been granted letters from Mt. Pleasant Church, met at 
the home of Deacon Rufus Grenell and discussed the pro- 
priety of organizing an independent church. 

Deacon Grenell, D. S. West and Charles Fox were 
appointed to report a covenant and articles of faith 
at a meeting to be held November 3. On that date, the 
report was presented, adopted, and a call issued, for 
a council of recognition. On November 10, 1831, repre- 
sentatives assembled from Clifford, Mt. Pleasant, and 
Bethany. The council unanimously agreed to recognize 
the new church with 24 members. 

Rufus Grenell, D. S. West and John Reynolds were 
chosen deacons with Ovid Grenell as clerk. Services 
were held in Deacon Grenell's home for some time. They 
were also held in the old barn on Theron Loomis farm, 
later owned by Clarence Singer and presently by Alex 
Grunski. Some remnants of this old barn remain today. 
Services were also held in the schoolhouse for four- 
teen years. The schoolhouse stood on the line of the 
Norton and Loomis farms, now owned by Ward Lillie and 
Nelson Corey. 

In 1846, it was decided to purchase land and 
build a meeting house. (Deed for land is on a sep- 
arate page) The first meeting house was completed in 
the fall of 1846. Rev. W. K. Mott preached the dedi- 
catory sermon. On July 25, 1851, the building was 
completely destroyed by a hurricane with some of the 
material being carried several miles away. Among the 
things that were recovered was the original communion 
set, which is now encased in a cabinet mounted in the 
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